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cost $85 in your country where it is produced. You Americans,
with your protective tariff, are very kind to us!'*1S
This was a vivid lesson in the stupidity of "protection" which
Mrs. George quoted many times.
George wrote to Ford that "I have succeeded in passing my-
self off for an Englishman, but I can't for an Irishman; my accent
betrays me.5'19 His wife, while abroad, almost always was
taken for an Englishwoman, not only because of her poise but
because she did not have the nasal, rasping quality supposed
to be typical of "the American voice." Greatly to her amuse-
ment, shopkeepers often took her into their confidence: "We'll
be getting a Igher price than this, mum, in the spring, when
the Hamericans '11 be coming h'over."20
One night Mr. and Mrs. George were dinner guests at the
beautiful home of Walter Wren,21 the celebrated Oxford coach,
where they met Walter Besant, novelist and founder of the
Society of Authors. On another occasion they were guests of
Sir Francis Jeune (afterwards Lord Chief Justice) and Lady
Jeune, at one of their "small and earlies." It was in reality a
large and late, for the crowd was so great that it took half an
hour to get upstairs to greet the hostess. Tennyson was there,
looking like a dreamer; and Browning, described by Mrs.
George as looking 'like a prosperous merchant draper," was also
there. George met neither of them: he was more interested, in
fact, in another guest—Herbert Spencer.
Although he had once written to his wife, "Instead of trying
a novel, why not read Herbert Spencer on the chrystalline
system, when you want to go to sleep?'*22 he admired the
English philosopher, had quoted him in Progress and Poverty,
and had long wanted to meet him. Here at Lady Jeune's the
coveted opportunity came.
The two men had hardly exchanged greetings before Spencer
asked George what he thought of the situation in Ireland. The
American at once condemned the action of the Government
and praised the work of the Land League. He expected the
Englishman who, in Social Statics, had condemned private
property in land and had declared for what is now called land
nationalization,23 would, like himself, see the solution of the
agrarian struggle in Ireland only in terms of the fundamental
economic principles which they both had defined.
But Spencer, to George's surprise, condemned the imprisoned
Land Leaguers. "They have only got what they deserve/* he

